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Millions of words have been written about the tsunami; hours of video footage, and
probably thousands of photos have been shown in all forms of mass media. Lack of
information is certainly not a problem in this case. This summary is designed to
remind readers of what they have already seen and heard, and to place in one
concise location an outline of the key facts.

The 9.0 magnitude earthquake struck about 00:00 GMT on Sunday December 26
about 100 miles (160km) from the western coast of Indonesia’s Sumatra island. The
earthquake was the strongest since the March 28, 1964, quake in Prince William
Sound in Alaska. It is the fourth strongest since recordings of magnitude began in
1899, equalling a 1952 quake in Kamchatka, Russia. The three stronger quakes:
May 22, 1960, in Chile (9.5); the 1964 quake (9.2); and a March 9, 1957, quake on
Andreanof Island, Alaska (9.1). All three of those quakes, along with the Kamchatka
guake, created tsunamis.
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Mega Tsunami information

Mega Tsunamis are formed by a displacement of water - a landslide, volcanic
eruption, or, as in this case, slippage of the boundary between two of the earth’s
tectonic plates -slabs of rock 50 to 650 feet (15 to 200 m) thick that carry the Earth’s
continents and seas on an underground ocean of much hotter, semi-solid material.

The December 26 2004 mega tsunami was caused by slippage along about 600
miles (1,000 km) of the boundary between the India and Burma plates off the west
coast of northern Sumatra. The convergence of other plates strains the area, and at
the quake’s epicenter, the India plate is moving to the northeast at 2 inches (5 cm)
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