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Millennium Development Goal no. 2 — A
D fo e 0 A Achieve Universal Primary Education ﬁfdek
e I n Itl O n ° The main target for this goal is:

1. To ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, both boys and girls,
are able to complete a full course of primary schooling.

Education: The process of
imparting knowledge, skills and
values.

Source: UNDP Millennium Development Goals Notes

Background:

In 1948, the United Nations safeguarded the right to education in the
UN Declaration of Human Rights — the basic set of rights for every
human being. Education has been proven to improve economies and
reduce poverty, improve health and reduce family size.

Enrolment rates in primary schools rose 18% between 1999 and 2008 in
the developing world, reaching 89% in 2008. In figures, that translates as
69 million children that are still deprived of a primary school education,
down from 106 million in 1999. Seven hundred and fifty million adults,
two thirds of whom are women, are officially illiterate. On average, the
UK spends £100,000 for the education of one child from 3-21 years old.
In Africa the average spend is £300.

One of the main issues within education is discrimination. In Northern
Africa, 66% of out-of-school children are girls and if you have a disability
in Burkina Faso, you are two and a half times more likely than other
children to not attend any schooling whatsoever. Girls are often kept
at home to help look after other children. This can be due to the family
being too poor to send them to school or, in some instances, due to
cultural beliefs. However, in countries such as Guatemala, Nicaragua,
Zambia, Tanzania and Burundi there have been huge rises in primary
school enrolment by abolishing school fees. And in India, the number
of girls enrolled in primary school has risen from 5.4 million girls in
1950-51 to 61.1 million girls in 2004-5. This increase is mainly due to an
emphasis being placed on expanding girls’ occupational centres and
educational facilities.

The Centre for Global Development calls education the “lynchpin” of
development - when individuals learn about basic life and literary skills,
poverty rates decline and health improves.

Though this is positive, it looks unlikely that the target of every child
completing primary school will be reached in 2015. According to the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to reach this target
all children of the right age would have to have been enrolled in
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schools by 2009. Steps have been taken in the right direction and will
hopefully continue.

Facts:
* 53% of the 67 million children who are missing out on school are

girls (http://www.sendmyfriend.org)

¢ 759 million adults cannot read or write; two thirds of whom are
women (http://www.sendmyfriend.org)

* 18 million more teachers are needed if every child is going to
receive quality education (Campaign for Education)

e HIV/AIDS infection rates are double in young people who do
not finish primary school. If every boy and girl finished primary
school, at least 7 million new cases of HIV could be prevented in
a decade (www.oxfam.org.uk)

* No country has ever achieved continuous and rapid economic
growth without first having at least 40% of adults able to read
and write (1Goal 10 Point Plan)

Jewish View:

Education is a key tenet of Judaism. The Shema (one of the most
important prayers in Jewish liturgy) commands us...

&9 Deuteronomy 11:19
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19. And you shall teach them to your children, talking of them, when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

The teachings of Rabbi Natan state that,

“What is learned in early childhood is absorbed in the blood.”
Avot de Rabbi Natan 24

Judaism tries to instil a healthy relationship with learning from an
early age. Children’s Hebrew books are often covered in honey on

their first day of school in order to give them a sweet introduction
to learning about their religion and culture. But the emphasis on
education is not just for the child. It is a way of keeping the family
together — for example, the Seder table is a lesson for the whole
family in passing down traditions and stories.

Jewish texts

&; Deuteronomy 30:19
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Choose a life that you may live, you and your children.

@ Questions:

1. What areas of life might this text be referring to?

2. According to this text, how important is the relationship
between parents and children?

69 Proverbs 22:6
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6. Teach a child in the way he should go and he will not stray from it
even when he gets older.

@ Questions for discussion:

1. Do you agree that if a person learns something at a young
age that they won’t “stray from it” when they are older?
Why do you agree/disagree?

2. Is this the fairest and most responsible way to educate?
You may want to use this to explore the education versus
indoctrination debate.

3. What are the responsibilities of a youth movement in terms
of Jewish and social education?

Notes
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@ Interesting websites

http://www.unesco.org
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Case Study:

For most of Eduardo’s life he was unable to attend school due
to the war that was raging in his native Angola. Now he feels

lucky, however, as he is able to attend school and learn. His http://www.campaignforeducation.org

school is outside, usually under a tree that provides shelter a global campaign calling for universal education
from the sun. When it starts r'aining, they eiFher run home or http://www.right-to-education.org/

wait under the branches for it to stop. Their note books get database of each country and their education stats
wet and it’s then difficult or even impossible sometimes, to use

them http://www.seeafricadifferently.com/

African education statistics

Before he was able to go to school, his family lived in a forest,
constantly on the run from soldiers. They didn’t have any basic
items on which to survive — no blankets, food, tents — but now
Eduardo has a real chance of realising his dream of becoming O Peulot & games

a teacher. “http://tzedek.org.uk/go_learn/teachers/schools/

Tzedek Children’s Rights pack (KS 3&4) has more texts and activities related to education

Source: http://www.campaignforeducation.org
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/change_the_world_in_eight_steps/files/goal_2.pdf

scroll down to find activities

http://www.globalarcade.org
games about globalisation

http://gamesined.wikispaces.com/Global+Issues
a collection of lots of global issues games

Education Director Tzedek, Jewish Social Action Hub, 152 West End Lane,
London. NW6 15D

Please get in touch with us with your thoughts and ideas, and do call if you
have any questions. Contact us by phone on: 0207 443 5121 or by email at:
education@tzedek.org.uk
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